
April Bulletin/Update:  

I hope that this letter finds you well and that you and your entire family are healthy and finding a 
new routine during our extended closure. These are unprecedented times and we all have a 
steep learning curve, but we are making it through these difficult days.  Even though our doors 
are closed, we remain committed to supporting your child and your family. Be strong, stay safe 
and remember we will get through all of this together.  
Our entire staff has been working diligently to remain in contact with you and your child. If there 
is something you need or if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us. I know that many of them have contacted you individually with words or 
encouragement and helpful hints. We are in this together. 
I have compiled a list of announcements and updates that have come out from the District and 
the state. I am hoping that you will find this one document helpful in accessing any of the new 
information that has been released.   

 
School Closing Continues Until April 29 

In the event you did not hear today, Governor Andrew Cuomo extended the School Closing 
until April 29.  As we go forward, we continue to reflect and engage in dialogue about our 
current practices within our Home Learning Plan while considering enhancements to best 
meet the needs for all students.  In addition, the District continues to provide meals daily at 
Felix Festa Middle School for families in need as well as Child Care for children of families 
who are in the health profession or are First Responders. 

 

Annual Reviews 
We are continuing with our annual review process. We have been holding meetings through 
Zoom and Google Hangout. These two platforms allow us to communicate as a group and 
develop an IEP for your child for the 2020-2021 school year. Randi will be contacting you, if 
she has not done so already, to set up an annual review meeting. After the annual reviews, 
as always, you may request a Program Review or IEP Revision at any time in the future if 
there is something that you feel was not addressed satisfactorily during the annual review 
process. 
  

Summer Program: 
As part of the annual review process, we are recommending students for the extended 
school year (Summer School). Before the schools were closed, we were informed that 
Birchwood would be closed for the summer so that construction projections could be 
completed at Birchwood. We made arrangements to hold the summer program at West 
Nyack Elementary School. At this time, we have not heard anything to the contrary, so we 
are moving forward with that plan. As we receive updates about school openings and plans 
for the summer, we will pass that information along to you. 

  

  

  



Tech Issues: 

If your child is having issues logging in or using any applications or programs, please use the 
link below and complete the district form. Someone from the tech department will get in touch 
with you as soon as possible. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduT7T0cm6GQBKVGZ60DOcuFT80aK5Jl_dLC83
y_qbUGKpeew/viewform 

Tech Facilitators’ Parents and Students Support Site 

·      The technology facilitators in the District have developed a web page to support our 
students and staff. The web page is full of helpful hints, video demonstrations of certain 
programs and apps and links to various educational sites. 

https://sites.google.com/ccsd.edu/technology-parent-site/home 

  

Free WiFi Information 

·      For any community member in need of internet access in your home. Altice, 
Spectrum & Comcast have announced FREE Internet for 60 Days, beginning Monday 
March 16 for K-12 families displaced from COVID-19 school closings. All eligible 
households can call and subscribe based on their coverage area.  
  
Altice USA: 
https://www.alticeusa.com/ news/articles/feature/ corporate/altice-usa-brings- free-
broadband-k-12-and- college-students-during- coronavirus-pandemic   

·         Starting Monday, March 16, 2020, eligible households interested in this solution 
can call: 866-200-9522 to enroll in Optimum region. 
·         For households with K-12 and/or college students who may be displaced due to 
school closures and who do not currently have home internet access, we are offering 
our Altice Advantage 30 Mbps broadband solution for free for 60 days to any new 
customer household within our footprint.  
·         Altice is the parent company for Optimum. 

Spectrum: 
Charter to Offer Free Access to Spectrum Broadband and Wi-Fi For 60-Days For New K-12 
and College Student Households and More  

·         Parents have to call 844-488-8395 starting Monday, March 16 for grades K-
college 
·         Free internet for 60 days with more information coming on installation 
instructions and programs guidelines  
·         Format  

·         100 mbps speed 
·         Open internet (your device needs to set up filtering apart from this)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduT7T0cm6GQBKVGZ60DOcuFT80aK5Jl_dLC83y_qbUGKpeew/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduT7T0cm6GQBKVGZ60DOcuFT80aK5Jl_dLC83y_qbUGKpeew/viewform
https://sites.google.com/ccsd.edu/technology-parent-site/home
https://www.alticeusa.com/%20news/articles/feature/%20corporate/altice-usa-brings-%20free-broadband-k-12-and-%20college-students-during-%20coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.alticeusa.com/%20news/articles/feature/%20corporate/altice-usa-brings-%20free-broadband-k-12-and-%20college-students-during-%20coronavirus-pandemic


·         Public Wi-Fi hotspot will also be made available so no credentials should 
be needed 

Comcast: 
Comcast Increases Access to and Speeds of Internet Essentials to Support Americans 
Through Coronavirus Pandemic  
We’ll send all new customers a free self-install kit that includes a cable modem with a Wi-Fi 
router. There will be no term contract or credit check and no shipping fee. 
To sign up, applicants can simply visit www.internetessentials.com. The accessible website 
also includes the option to video chat with customer service agents in American Sign 
Language. There are also two dedicated phone numbers 1-855-846-8376 for English and 1-
855-765-6995 for Spanish. 

Clarkstown Central School District Pick Up Breakfast & Lunch 

Program: 

Drive Up Location: Felix Festa Middle School In Front Of A Wing Office Times: 10:00 am – 
12:15 pm, daily 

  

Streamlined Attendance Procedures Beginning Monday, March 23, 

2020 

Starting Monday, March 23, 2020, attendance procedures will be streamlined.  Please email 
the person that is listed below if your child will be absent from distance learning and will not 
be able to participate, complete assignments, or log on.   
Please make sure to email the following information to Randi:  

• Student's Last Name, Student's First Name 

• Grade 

• Reason for absence (i.e. sick, doctor's appointment, etc.)  Please report them sick 
just as you would on a ‘regular’ school day.     

Please try to send this information by 10 a.m. We understand that many of you cannot email 
by this time.  When you can, please make every effort to notify us as soon as possible. 
Thank you! 
  

 Regents Exams:  

NYSED announced the cancellation of the June 2020 administration of Regents Exams. SED 
released guidance regarding the cancellation of Regents examinations. 

Districts must determine which students are to be exempted from passing the Regents. SED 
issued the following criteria for eligibility: 

·         Students who, during the June 2020 examination period would have taken one or more 
Regents examinations, will be exempt from passing the assessments in order to be issued a 

https://www.internetessentials.com/


diploma. To qualify for the exemption, students must meet one of the following eligibility 
requirements: 

·         The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents examination 
and will have earned credit in such course of study by the end of the 2019-20 school year; or 

·         The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents examination 
and has failed to earn credit by the end of the school year. Such student returns for summer 
instruction to make up the failed course and earn the course credit and is subsequently granted 
diploma credit in August 2020; or 

·         The student was previously enrolled in the course of study leading to an applicable Regents 
examination, has achieved course credit, and has not yet passed the associated Regents 
examination but intended to take the test in June 2020 to achieve a passing score. 

NYSED: Guidance Page: 

“Because of the cancellation of the June 2020 Regents Examinations, the Department is making 
certain modifications to the assessment requirements that students must meet in order to earn 
high school diplomas, credentials, and endorsements.” The link below provides information 
about Modifications to Diploma Requirements, Pathway Assessments, Use of Safety Nets and 
more. 

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-issues-guidance-graduation-and-
course-requirement-changes-due 

FAQs: 

The State Education Department has provided a Frequently Asked Questions link below that 
provides answers for the following topics: Regents Examinations and Graduation Requirements; 
Earning Course Credit; Pathways, Department Approved Alternative Examinations and 
Technical Assessments; Advanced Designation and Endorsements; Students with Disabilities 
and English Language Learners; Recording Students Scores; Post-Graduation and Exiting High 
School; Accountability. 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-
req-faq.pdf 

 Elementary and Middle School State Assessments: 

The administrations of the 2020 elementary- and intermediate-level State assessments have 
been suspended for the remainder of this school year. 

This suspension for the remainder of the school year applies to the following New York State 
testing programs: 

• New York State Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Test 
• New York State Grades 3-8 Mathematics Test 
• New York State Grade 4 Elementary-Level Science Test 
• New York State Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test 

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-issues-guidance-graduation-and-course-requirement-changes-due
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-issues-guidance-graduation-and-course-requirement-changes-due
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf


• New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) in 
Grades K-12 

 

 


